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Climate change

Happy Christmas to the pigs.

Drawing by Milo.

The climate change we currently experience is the result of the greenhouse gasses that
we have sent into the atmosphere half a century ago. If we would stop this behaviour now, the
earth will continue to considerably warm up from all the emissions since then. But we don’t
stop. We have goals, political compromises, for 2030 and 2050 and whenever. A smoker
diagnosed with acute lung cancer proposes that by 2030 he will decrease the number of
inhalations of cigarettes. As usual, poor people in poor countries are the first to pay the costs
that we don’t include in our economical models. They do, already. They pay with their lives
for our self-based indifference. The blind and insensitive ‘choose’ the blind and insensitive to
rule over us, to rule over the earth. A license to kill.
“Economic growth is an unsustainable concept on a globe that doesn’t grow with it”.
Marianne Thieme, Party for the Animals, Holland.
Politicians, and many people with them, think that when economic growth declines, it
will be too expensive to save the planet.
It has been calculated that if all world citizens would live on the Western level of
consumption, we need three to four globes
“Politicians are rearranging chairs on the Titanic”. (Marianne Thieme)
If we add up the weight of all humans, this appears to be almost ten times (!) as big as
the total weight of all mammals living in the wild. Knowing this makes it only sadder when I
meet a hunter in the area, hunting for the few remaining mammals. There are few things I
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consider as disgustingly cowardice as hunting: from a distance killing a defenceless animal –
‘to keep the population healthy’.
The speed of extinction of animal species is between hundred to thousand times as fast
as the normal speed of extinction in the history of life on earth (when humans are not
involved). From a merely biological perspective, humans are simply a plague that is
extremely successful. If we don’t overcome our speciesism, the current plague will end up
like other ones: they died from their own success by killing their environment on which they
are dependent.
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